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2016 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:  WEEK ONE  
 

The first week of the 2016 Legislative Session felt somewhat like the last week of 
the 2015 session could have felt. The House and Senate passed bills that were 
last year’s priorities, a water bill and several bills dealing with adults with unique 
abilities.  Passing those bills set a much friendlier tone for the start of this session 
than the 2015 regular session that ended with the House leaving three days 
early. That set up a series of special sessions and passing a budget over one 
month late.  There appears to be momentum for a more structured session 
without last year’s contentious debate about taking federal dollars to help ensure 
health insurance for certain low income Floridians.  
 
The Senate is much more calm having settled the competition for the next 
Senate Presidency.  Senator Joe Negron will be the next president with Senator 
Jack Latvala chairing the powerful Appropriation’s Committee 
 
READING:  The House is working on a rewrite of the reading statutes, HB 7021 
that may come into contrast with current law that requires an extra hour of 
reading for the lowest 300 elementary schools with the lowest reading scores. 
The low 300 is basically a Senate idea.  Look for these issues to be resolved 
during the final budget conference committee. 
 
SCHOOL CHOICE: Numerous bills amending school choice options were left 
pending last year. These bills included changes in law for charter schools, high 
school athletics, and school attendance regulations.   All three of these issues 
are receiving attention this session. Expect some of the ideas to pass. 
 
FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION (FHSAA); 
 

HB 31: Rep. Spano (passed one committee in the House): This bill 
provides that a school may join FHSAA as full-time member or on per-
sport basis.  It also prohibits FHSAA from taking retributory or 
discriminatory action against specified schools, and authorizes the 
Commissioner of Education to identify other activities associations.  
 
SB 684: Senator Gaetz (Passed the Senate Education Committee): 
This bill revises public school choice options available to students to 
include CAPE digital tools, CAPE industry certifications, and collegiate 
high school programs. It mandates each district school board and charter 
school governing board to authorize a parent to have his or her child 
participate in controlled open enrollment.  It also requires the FHSAA to 
allow a school to maintain full membership in the association or to join by 
sport. 
 
SB 1026: Senator Simmons: This bill dictates requirements regarding 
fees and contest receipts collected by the Florida High School Athletic 
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Association (FHSAA). It also requires the FHSAA to allow a school to join 
the FHSAA as a full- time member or on a per-sport basis. This would 
require budget adjustments by the Association. 
 
CHARTER SCHOOLS: The Senate has not yet heard proposed charter 
school changes.  The House has moved HB 7029 through one committee 
and it contains many ideas that were considered last year.  The House 
staff analysis lists the proposed changes as follows: 

The bill creates the Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation to 
provide technical assistance and support to charter school applicants and 
sponsors; conduct research on policy and practice related to charter 
school authorizing, accountability, instructional practices, finance, 
management, and operations; approve replication of high-performing 
charter schools to contract with district school boards and provide 
opportunities for aspiring teachers to experience teaching in schools of 
choice.  

The bill strengthens charter school accountability and student access to 
quality charter schools by:  

•  Clarifying that a sponsor shall consider a charter school applicant’s, 
governing board member’s, and any education services provider’s past 
performance operating charter schools when deciding to approve or deny 
an application.  

•  Authorizing a charter school that has been granted a charter to defer 
opening for up to two years to conduct facilities planning.  

•  Requiring charter schools to begin submitting monthly financial 
statements upon approval of the charter contract to enable the sponsor to 
begin monitoring the school’s financial health earlier in time.  

•  Clarifying that charter schools that earn two consecutive grades of “F” 
are automatically terminated.  

•  Removing the limit on replication of high-performing charter schools if 
the charter school is created to serve high-need areas or school district 
needs.  

•  Prohibiting a charter school with financial emergency conditions noted in 
its most recent annual audit from receiving capital outlay funding.  

•  Creating a High-Impact Charter Network status for charter operators 
serving educationally disadvantaged students, defining eligibility criteria, 
and providing incentives for qualifying operators.  
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•  Authorizing a high-performing charter school to submit an application to 
replicate its school to the Florida Institute for Charter School Innovation. 

 
The bill revises charter school funding provisions to:  

•  Clarify that charter schools do not have to adopt the school district’s 
research-based reading plan in order to receive the research-based 
reading allocation.  

•  Specify the amount and distribution of Florida Education Finance 
Program (FEFP) funds based on projected and actual enrollment in a 
charter school.  

•  Authorize a nonprofit organization or municipality that operates a charter 
school to use unrestricted surplus or unrestricted net assets for K-12 
educational purposes for other schools they operate in the district.  

•  Prohibit the sponsor from delaying payments to charter schools based 
upon the timing of receipt of local funds.  

In addition, the bill removes the statutory eligibility requirements for 
enrollment in public K-12 virtual education, which currently limit virtual 
education options available to certain students who did not attend public 
school in the previous school year. The bill also revises criteria triggering 
automatic termination of a state-approved virtual instruction provider’s 
contract and removal from the list of state approved providers. 

There has been no action yet on increasing capital outlay funding for 
charter schools or mandating the “sharing” of local millage 

Other “choice” bills will also be heard in the next several weeks. 

 
SCHOOL BOARD GOVERNANCE/CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT:  Bills 
have been filed on both sides proposing a constitutional amendment to change 
the basic structure of educational School Board governance. Constitutional 
amendments may be placed on the ballot with a three-fifths vote of the 
legislature. Once on the ballot, proposed amendments must pass by at least 60% 
of those voting. HB 759, by Caldwell in the House has been placed on the 
agenda this week in the House K-12 Subcommittee.  Senate Bill 734 by 
Brandes has not yet been scheduled for a hearing. The proposal reads as 
follows: 
 
                              ARTICLE IX  
 SECTION 4. School districts; school boards.  
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(a) As provided by general or special law, any contiguous area of the state, 
whether a each county or a municipality, may   shall constitute a school district; 
provided, two or more   contiguous counties, upon vote of the electors of each 
county   pursuant to law, may be combined into one school district.  
        
(b) In Each school district shall be governed by a school board. there shall be A 
school board shall be composed of five or more members chosen by vote of the 
electors in an a  nonpartisan election for appropriately staggered terms of four   
years, as provided by law, unless, by general or special law, the governing body 
of a county or municipality constitutes the school board 

(c) A school district may be abolished by general or special law. The operation, 
control, and supervision of all free public schools within a school district 
abolished pursuant to this subsection shall be prescribed by general or special 
law, and the determination of the rate of school district levies in such an 
abolished school district shall be prescribed pursuant to general law 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

ARTICLE IX, SECTION 4 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS; SCHOOL BOARDS: Proposing an amendment to the 
State Constitution to authorize any contiguous area of the state to constitute a 
school district; provide for selection of school board by partisan or nonpartisan 
election or designation of county or municipal governing body; provide that a 
school district may be abolished by law; and provide that operation, control, and 
supervision of public schools, and determination of school district levies, within 
an abolished school district shall be prescribed by law.  

EXPUNGING CRIMINAL RECORDS FOR MINORS:  These bills supported by 
the school board have moved already to the calendar in both the House and 
Senate.  HB 147 by Rep. Chris Sprowls and Rep. Chris Latvala and SB 386 
by Senator Nancy Detert have moved through the committee process 
unanimously. Being on the calendar does not mean that it will be voted on 
immediately but it allows action at anytime. 

BEST AND BRIGHTEST:  The	  “Best	  and	  Brightest”	  funding	  last	  year	  allowed	  for	  
up	  to	  a	  $10,000	  bonus	  for	  teachers	  with	  college	  qualifying	  scores	  on	  the	  SAT	  or	  ACT	  
at	  or	  above	  the	  80th	  percentile.	  	  The	  concept	  was	  not	  in	  law	  last	  session	  but	  was	  part	  
of	  the	  appropriation’s	  process.	  The	  House	  is	  working	  on	  legislation	  to	  continue	  the	  
program	  and	  perhaps	  expand	  the	  funding.	  	  The	  Senate	  Education	  Committee	  had	  a	  
hearing	  on	  the	  program	  last	  week	  and	  many	  expressed	  concerns	  about	  the	  value	  of	  
the	  program.	  	  A	  vote	  on	  the	  issue	  is	  scheduled	  for	  next	  week.	  
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SCHOOL UNIFORM FUNDING:  $10 million in standard student attire school 
financial incentives for grades K-8 were included in last year’s budget but not 
placed into statute: The Senate included the concept and funding in SB 678 that 
passed last week dealing with adults with unique abilities, assuring that the 
program will continue. It is on the way to the Governor for his consideration. The 
statute created is the Students Attired For Education ACT (SAFE). The language 
allows for $10 per student for participating districts. Part of the language is as 
follows:  
 
“To qualify for the incentive payment, a school district or charter school must, at a 
minimum, implement a standard attire policy that:  
       (a) Applies to all students in kindergarten through grade 8   in the school 
district or charter school, regardless of   individual school grade configurations.  
       (b) Prohibits certain types or styles of clothing and   requires solid-colored 
clothing and fabrics for pants, skirts, shorts, or similar clothing and short- or long-
sleeved shirts   with collars.  
       (c) Allows reasonable accommodations based on a student’s   religion, 
disability, or medical condition.”  
 
 
NATIONAL TEST ALTERNATIVES TO THE STATE FSA TESTS: The Senate 
Educations Committee held a hearing on the potential of allowing the use of 
alternative national tests to substitute for the current state test.  Representatives 
of the SAT and ACT made presentations on the topic.  No votes were taken. 
 
 
 
 
	  


